The Darkstar Plague
By Danny Wheeler
Sonic and related characters (C) Sega/Archie/DiC

Chapter 1: Project Completed

	SJ, Lily, and their friends were in the middle of Summer quarter (again, it's Summer in the southern hemisphere.  But Station Square, being a tropical climate, was "Summer" all year round).  They had finished their classwork and prepared to relax for the weekend.  But they did not know that this would be one of those "weekends" that they would never forget.  In the Negapack base, Darkstar soon completed his composite virus in his lab.  Taking a sample of the virus, he soon visited Darkstar.  The virus looked like an indigo ooze.  "I trust the experiment was successful," said Spectrorat upon Darkstar's arrival and seeing the jar in his hands.  "Yes, sir," replied Darkstar.  "I've found a great virus to infect Station Square!"

	The synthetic alien continued, "I call it the 'Darkstar Plague'.  It will course through the victim's bloodstream.  In two weeks or less, depending on the victim's constitution, it will kill the person with a super-intense fever!"  Spectrorat smiled evilly with this information--a plague that would kill a person within a fortnight.  He then said, "Firestorm and Lily would make good 'test subjects', wouldn't you say?  Besides, that pair of lovers shouldn't be separated."  Darkstar nodded in agreement.  He bowed before his superior and said, "I shall use the virus on them as you command."  Darkstar then leapt into his mini-saucer and flew off, virus in tow.

	SJ and Lily's mother, Queen Sally, soon came to Mystic Ruin, since that was where SJ and Lily's house was.  SJ saw her coming and said, "Hey, Lily!  Mom's coming over!"  Crystal and Firestorm were also visiting as well.  Lily answered the door and said, "Hi, Mama!"  Sally said, "Hello again, children!  My, how you've grown!"  She then came in, and said, "Crystal and Firestorm, what a pleasant surprise seeing you here!"  But soon, Darkstar appeared and threw darts containing the virus at Lily and Firestorm.  The two collapsed.  Sally screamed in horror!


Chapter 2: Seeking the Cure

	Sally knelt beside the fallen figures of her daughter and the one she loves.  "Lily!  No!" she wept.  Jenny Lightspeed soon appeared and said, "Do not weep.  They are not dead.  They have a hearty constitution, but they will not last long unless the cure is found, and I know of such a cure."  SJ stepped forward and said, "Where can one be found?"  Jenny replied, "Not found, dear Sonic Jr.  Made.  The ingredients are found in the Poprock Kingdom, where Harmony and Melody live.  You must seek these three fruits: Skylove Coconut, Sun Topaz Orange, and Lotus Crystal Berries.  Find these fruits and bring them to me, and I will make the medicine for you."  Crystal said, "I'll help find the fruits too!"

	Jenny smiled and said, "Very well.  I shall transport you to Poprock Castle.  There, Harmony and Melody will tell you everything."  At that, Jenny teleported the two to the castle.  They found themselves outside the gates.  Two armadillo guards saw them, and one said, "Lady Jenny said you were coming; she said she foresaw your need.  Master Harmony and Mistress Melody await you."  The gates opened, and SJ and Lily came in.  And it was not just Harmony and Melody who awaited them.  Their nine children also eagerly welcomed them.  After a nice long welcome, Melody stepped forward and said, "Jenny said you needed something."  SJ said, "We do indeed.  Darkstar infected Lily and Firestorm with some artificial illness, and we need the Skylove Coconut, the Sun Topaz Orange, and the Lotus Crystal Berries to make the medicine to save them!"  Harmony replied, "Yes, they are all on three islands--one each--conveniently close to the Poprock Island.  But unfortunately, Negahog appeared to Spectrorat in a dream and told him to send monsters to guard those fruits."  SJ said, "I don't care what the danger!  I'll do anything to save my sister!"

	Melody said, "That's the spirit, SJ!"  She then got out an atlas of the closest islands near the main Poprock Island.  With that, the beautiful skunk duchess made a copy of the map.  Crystal said, "Thank you very much, Mrs. Poprock.  You just may have saved our friends' lives.  Come now, SJ, let us find the fruits."  SJ and Crystal soon set off, ready to face any odds to save their loved ones.


Chapter 3: The Storms For Skylove

	A tortoise ferryman, also notified by Jenny, called SJ and Crystal over.  The ferryman also said that Jenny foresaw the need and paid the transport costs.  "I hear ye be going ta three other islands," the old ferryman cheerfully said.  "Where shall ye go first?"  Crystal whispered a suggestion to SJ for the first island, and then she said, "We'll go to the Skylove Island first."  The ferryman said, "Very well, then.  Onward to Skylove Island!"  The Musical Archipelago always has islands coming and going; only a few islands, such as the Poprock Island and Musica Island (Melody's birthplace) were stationary, but no lives are lost in transition, and when islands momentarily vanish, other gateways provide paths to them.  Skylove Island had a dormant cone volcano reaching up into a large cloud bank, and many birds, bats, and bugs call the island home.

	The ferry soon docked on the island.  The ferryman warned, "Darkstar came by this place earlier, little ones.  He placed a strange looking giant bird at the top, near where the Skylove Coconut be.  I be guessin' he not be wantin' anyone to take the coconuts without a fight.  Be careful, little ones!"  SJ said, "Danger is generally the case.  Take care."  SJ and Crystal soon went onto the island.  The jungles of the island were cool, but sunlight still shone through some gaps in the canopy.  The lovely redheaded silvery mink enjoyed the sunlight on her face, and she said, "SJ, this is very lovely.  If we weren't on a mission right now, I'd put some flowers in my hair."  SJ turned to her and said, "Yeah, Crystal.  Perhaps on a future vacation, we can find this place again, or an island similar, and you can do so."  The pair soon found the coconut tree.  SJ lifted Crystal onto his shoulders, and Crystal soon got a coconut.

	But soon, a shrill cry could be heard.  The giant bird--a Storm Roc--soon flew down to attack!  The Storm Roc's feathers were dark as thunderclouds, its beak and feet greenish-blue, and its eyes gleamed like lightning in a vicious storm.  When it squawked, a yellowish-green lightning bolt shot from its mouth.  One such bolt knocked SJ and Crystal off balance, and both fell.  Crystal recovered, found a loose branch with a pointy end, and said to her lover, "I'll keep him distracted!  You find a weakness and Sonic Spin this creep to submission!"  SJ didn't like the idea of leaving his girlfriend to fend for herself, but he knew he had to trust her.

	As Crystal kept the Storm Roc busy, SJ ran about the volcano edge to get to a vantage point where he could see the beast.  And soon he found it--a reddish gem-like spot on the Storm Roc's head.  SJ did a spin and struck the spot.  It worked--the beast took injury!  The monster screeched in pain.  Crystal said, "You found the weak spot!  Hit the monster again."  And she swung the branch at the monster to distract it.  SJ climbed the cliff again and struck the beast on the gem protrusion again.  Again the Roc screeched!  Crystal said, "One more hit should destroy it!"  SJ climbed one more time, struck the beast's gem, and the monster screamed one last time.  The monster stood still, and then exploded into light and smoke.  Crystal picked up the Skylove Coconut she dropped earlier, and the two returned to the ferry.  SJ chose Sun Topaz Island next.


Chapter 4: The Flames of Sun Topaz

	SJ and Crystal soon saw the island come into view, but were shocked to see flames surrounding the walls behind which the Sun Topaz Oranges were kept.  An islander came to SJ and Crystal as they disembarked.  He said, "Darkstar came here recently!  He tossed a special fire orb to create this inferno!  To destroy the orb, you must find the priest of this island, for he has the Sacred Water to extinguish any evil flame!"  Crystal said, "We'll do our best to find this priest."  The islander bowed politely, and went back to the village.  One villager told SJ that the priest was last seen in a cave on the island.  SJ told Crystal, and the two went to find the cave.

	The cave was along the side of the hill the walled garden was on.  There were three rooms before the room the priest was in.  The first room had animate foliage with thorns.  They may not have contained venom or some other hazard, but they did hurt all the same!  Crystal drew their attention as SJ did Sonic Spins to shred through the plants!  The door soon opened, and the pair went into the next room.  The second room had statues that soon came to life as golems!  Crystal found a discarded longsword and wielded it.  She wiped out her share of golems, and SJ again used the Sonic Spin to destroy those near him.  The door opened again, and SJ and Crystal went to the third room.  The third room had both fire and ice.  A fire knight and an ice knight came forward.  SJ and Crystal looked at each other with sly looks, as though they knew what the other was thinking.  They both ran about, provoking the knights to chase them.  At the last second, SJ picked up Crystal and jumped, and the two knights crashed and vanished into steam.  The final door opened.  SJ said, "Come on, Crystal, let's find the priest!"  Crystal said, "You bet!  Let's get the oranges!"

	The two teens soon found the priest, who was an eagle.  The priest turned toward the two young ones and said, "Welcome!  You found me here as I was meditating.  Why do you come here?"  SJ said, "An enemy has created an inferno to block of the Sun Topaz Oranges, which we need to save our friends!"  The priest was shocked!  "Flames of evil I have indeed sensed, but thought it was but a dream till now.  Let us return to the surface."  The two went back to the top, and the priest reached inside his robes.  A bottle of Sacred Water was in his hands.  The priest opened the bottle and swung it at the orb creating the flames.  The orb darkened, and then crumbled.  The flames soon died down.  "Thank you, sir!" said SJ and Crystal as they raced to the garden.  SJ and Crystal picked some Sun Topaz Oranges, and went back to the Ferry.  Only Lotus Crystal Island was left to visit.


Chapter 5: Showdown on Lotus Crystal Island

	Spectrorat learned that SJ and Crystal were exploring the islands for the cure, so he contacted Darkstar, saying "Sonic Jr. and Crystal are going island hopping to cure your virus!  Stop them at all costs!"  Darkstar said, "Yes, sir.  I've created a chip that makes the virus into a toxic monster!"  At that, he himself went to Lotus Crystal Island.  Meanwhile, the Ferry soon arrived at the island.  The whole island was filled with plants bearing the Lotus Crystal Berries.  "Time for a little harvest, I would say," giggled Crystal as she picked some.  But soon, the virus monster appeared.  Darkstar also was nearby, laughing "Time for you to get a taste of my virus first-hand!"  SJ and Crystal kept their distance until someone could think of a plan!  Soon, Jenny Lightspeed spoke to them in their minds.

	"Children," said Jenny, "salt water of the oceans will slow the monster.  Lure the beast into the waters, and I will take over from there."  SJ and Crystal nodded to each other, and provoked the monster to chase.  "No, you imbecile!" Darkstar shouted at the monster.  But the monster's brute instinct forced it to pursue the two heroes.  Soon, the monster waded into the ocean water, and Jenny appeared, firing a beam of white light at it.  The monster soon solidified, and then crumbled.  Darkstar said, "It's no matter, I still have the formula to make more."  "Wrong," said another voice.  It was Felicia Fulva.  "I slipped into your laboratory and destroyed your formula.  Looks like it's back to the drawing board for you!"  Darkstar flew off, throwing a temper tantrum all the way.

	Jenny said, "You did it.  Now give me the fruits and I shall make the medicine.  Then we shall return to save your loved ones!"  SJ and Crystal obeyed, and Jenny quickly made the medicine.  Soon, the group returned to Mystic Ruin jungle.  SJ gave both Lily and Firestorm the medicine.  They came to.  "Wh-where am I?" moaned Lily.  Firestorm groaned, "Oh, my head."  Sally cheered, "It's a miracle!  Thank you, everyone!"  Lily said, "I'm happy too, mom!"  Jenny said, "We have won yet another victory.  We shall always be watching over you, and will aid you when evil rises again."  Jenny and Felicia soon returned to the Light Guardian Temple.  Everyone else deserved a nice long rest.


The End